
ONEIDA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmqn Ken Eliqson Brion Jeppsen

459 South Mqin St, Molod,lD 83252

Commissioner's Meeting
l2 MAY 2025 - 9:00 AM

REG U tAR
* RECORD'NG# 2505t2-0t27 8, 250512-0128 (HEAR'NG) & 2505t2-0129 *

lN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, Commissioner Ken Elioson,
ond Commissioner Brion Jeppsen.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond Commissioner Elioson led oll in the
pledge ond o proyer.

Approve Agendo
Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fo occept the ogendo os presenfed
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Consenl Agendo, Poymenl of Cloims, Certificole of Residency (COR), ond
Approvol of Meeling Minules

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to opprove fhe consenf ogendo which
inc/udes the poyment of c/oims, o certificofe of residency, ond the April
28,2025 meefing minufes. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes.
Motion corried.

Tolol# of Poymenls

59

40
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Enlerprise Newspoper - "Welcome to Molod"
Ms. Hope Green with the ldoho Enterprise Newspoper requested commissioner
opprovol for the county to provide finonciol support in the omount of $300 for
the "Welcome to Molod" mop being printed for the newspoper. This is o sovings
of $50 from lost yeor.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo supporf fhe $300 "Welcome to Molod"
poper for the ldoho Enferprise Newspoper. Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Hospitol Boqrd
Hospitol boord member Robert "Bob" Honnoh is stepping down due to the
odded responsibilities he will hove os the new principol of Molod High School.
Commissioner Lewis suggested oppointing Suson Hill os Mr. Honnoh's
replocement on the hospitol boord.

Commissioner Lewis motioned to oppoinf Suson Hill os the new member of
fhe hospitol boord. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion
corried.

Thonk-you from Kqle Leqvill
Ms. Kote Leovitt submitted o letter of oppreciotion to the Boord of County
Commissioners prior to the meeting ond olso oppeored in person to express her
grotitude. She commended the efforts of the Extension Office ond Foir Boords,
highlighting the outstonding work corried out by eoch. Ms. Leovitt gove speciol
recognition to County Extension Agent Sowyer Fonnesbeck, noting his consistent
dedicotion ond obove-ond-beyond service. She emphosized thot his

contributions hove directly led to increosed growth ond porticipotion in locol
progroms. Ms. Leovitt concluded by thonking the commissioners for their
continued support of the Extension Office, 4-H progrom, ond County Foir.

RACOON Club: Sub-leose Agreement wilh Utoh VHF Society
Bill Drury ond Jim Mustos, representing the Rodio Amoteur Club of Oneido
Neighbors (RACOON), presented o signed subleose ogreement with the Utoh
VHF Society, gronting the Society shored use of the Molod Mountoin
Communicotions Building olongside the RACOON Club.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove the sub-leose ogreement
between fhe Rodio Amoteur Club of Oneido Neighbors (RACOON) Club
ond the tJtoh VHF Sociefy. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. A/l oyes.
Motion corried.
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RACOON Club: Utqh VHF Society Wqiver
As port of the sub-leose ogreement for the Molod Mountoin Communicotions
building, the Utoh VHF Society submitted their signed woiver, in complionce with
county policy, outhorizing occess to the focility for its members.

Sheriff - Opioid Scholorships
Bosed on newly received informotion, it wos brought to the ottention of the
Commissioners thot the use of Opioid Abotement Funds for scholorships moy not
be eligible under the current guidelines, specificolly due to the ombiguous
longuoge regording "scholorships" in Section A-l I of Exhibit A of the Approved
Opioid Abotement Strotegies.

Despite this uncertointy, the Commissioners ogreed to proceed with owording
the top three scholorships, os recipients hod olreody been notified of their
selection prior to this clorificotion. However, the odditionol four $250 scholorships
were rescinded, since those recipients hod not yet been informed. The
scholorship funds will be issued directly to the educotionol institutions chosen by
eoch recipient.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fhot, bosed on fhe new informotion thot
wos received since the /osf commissioner meeting, the commissioners now
rescind thet opprovol of the odditionolfour scho/orships using Opioid
Funds. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to continue with the opproved
scho/orshps for the top 3 recipients. Seconded by Commrssioner E/ioson.
All oyes. Motion corried.

Phone System Upgrode - E9l I (Veslo, Solocom, ATC)

The Boord of County Commissioners continued discussions regording o plonned
upgrode to the county's telephone system. The upgrode will include both
stondord office phone services ond the county's Enhonced 9l I (E-91 I ) system.

The Sheriff's Office is currently evoluoting two vendors for the E-91I component:
Solocom ond Vesto. Both componies ore being considered in conjunction with
ATC Communicotions, the locol telecommunicotions provider. Commissioners
noted thot the Vesto system oppeors to offer operotionol odvontoges, including
foster response times for technicol support, improved efficiency in tronsferring
informotion to emergency responders, ond the copobility to route 9l'l colls
directly to the oppropriote jurisdiction without deloy or the need for monuol coll
tronsfers.
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The projected cost to convert the current onolog system to o digitol system wos
discussed. Commissioners reviewed on estimoted cost ronge of $17,000 to
$20,000 for this upgrode. lt wos noted thot this cost moy be portiolly or fully
covered through gront funding. The upgrode would olso oddress existing deloys,
such os the current issue where collers moy experience 6-7 rings before
reoching o dispotcher.

Regording the stondord phone system upgrode through ATC Communicotions,
the commissioners discussed whether to purchose or leose telephone hondsets
A motion wos mode to proceed with the ATC system upgrode; however, the
motion wos rescinded following further discussion. Concerns were roised obout
specific terms in the ogreement, including indemnificotion clouses,
confidentiolity requirements, ond the venue for legol proceedings. No formol
oction wos token, ond the motter will be revisited of o future meeting.

lll-A lnsurqnce Coveroge Presenlolion
The Boord heord o presentotion from Amy Monning, Executive Director of the
ldoho lndependent lntergovernmentol Authority (lll-A), o self-funded heolth
benefits trust serving ldoho public entities. lll-A provides medicol, dentol, vision,
ond mentol heolth benefits to government employees, with o focus on wellness,
preventive core, ond cost contoinment. The progrom porticipotes in the Blue
Cross PPO network ond offers both stond-olone ond customizoble benefit
pockoges.

Ms. Monning exploined thot lll-A troditionolly works with municipol governments
rother thon counties, os counties ore typicolly served by the ldoho GEM Plon,
onother public heolth benefits pool. Commissioners noted thot post ottempts to
obtoin quotes from the GEM Plon were declined. Ms. Monning stoted thot lll-A
would require opproximotely one month to gother the necessory employee
doto to prepore o formol proposol for the county.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to stort the roting process to obtoin o
quofe from ldoho /ndependent lntergovernmental Authority (iiiA)

insuronce. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried

R&B - lnleresl Funds

The Rood & Bridge Deportment met with the Commissioners to discuss the
possible use of the interesf on the rood & bridge funds. During the conversotion,
the term "overoges" wos used to describe these funds; however, it wos clorified
thot this term is inoccurote. The funds in question ore interest eornings-not
excess or surplus funds-ond should be referred to occordingly. Additionolly,
the County ollocotes funds onnuolly to support the deportment with specific
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projects ond services to the county provided by the Rood ond Bridge
Deportment -such os snow plowlng. The exoct omount is determined during
the onnuol budget cycle. The commissioners recommended thot the
deportment return with o list of projects during the upcoming budget session.

R&B - Woodruff Bridge Bid

At the previous meeting, the Boord requested to review oll bids submitted for
the Woodruff Bridge project, rother thon receiving o single recommendotion
from the consulting engineer.

At todoy's meeting, it wos clorified thot while three bids were solicited, only one
bid wos received. Steven Freiburger, Senior Civil Engineer with Porogon
Consulting, reported thot the sole bid wos submitted by TrueNorth Steel, lnc., in
the omount of $l 45,957.

Due to the obsence of competing bids, Mr. Freiburger evoluoted the proposol
by comporing it to o similor bridge project of comporoble scope ond
concluded thot the quoted omount wos reosonoble. TrueNorth Steel, lnc. is o
recognized monufocturer ond supplier of prefobricoted steel bridge structures
ond reloted infrostructure solutions.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept the bid from TrueNorth Sfeel
lnc. for fhe vehicle modulor bridge, supersfee/ obutmenfs, ond sfeel
fromed bockwolls in fhe omount of $145,957 for the Woodruff Bridge
projecf. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

R&B - Frost Solutions Mini-Weqther Stotion Proposol
The county's Frost Solutions Mini-Weother stotion, which includes three comeros
utilized by the Rood ond Bridge Deportment, is opprooching its controct
renewol period. Due to potentiol cost increoses reloted to morket conditions
ond supply foctors, it wos suggested thot the county consider renewing the
controct eorly. This moy ollow the county to secure current pricing oheod of the
scheduled renewol in November.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to opprove fhe renewolcontroct with Frost

So/utions for Mini-Weother Stofions of o rote of $3,000 per comero, totoling
$9,000 onnuolly. The controct term will run from November 29, 2025,
through November 28,2026. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes.
Motion corried.
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R&B - Quole for Replocemenl Truck
Rood & Bridge Supervisor Dionno Dredge requested opprovol to purchose o
2019 Ford Super Duty truck with occeptoble mileoge, condition, ond pricing. The
used fleet vehicle wos locoted of P&R Auto Soles, o vendor previously used by
Oneido County.

Upon purchose, the truck currently ossigned to Ms. Dredge will be reossigned to
the county motor pool to reploce o 2003 Dodge thot is being retired from
service.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept the bid from P&R Auto So/es for
o 2019 Ford Super Duty truck f or $27,600 to be used by the Rood & Bridge
deportment. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion
corried.

Foresl Service - Annuol Fire Meeling (Clint Boslion)
Although District Ronger Clint Bostion wos unovoiloble, colleogues provided on
updote to the Commissioners. Oneido County is port of the West Side District,
one of seven ronger districts in the Coribou-Torghee Notionol Forest.

Four rongers recently opted for eorly retirement; three positions will be filled
through reossignment. The West Side District remoins well-monoged under Clint
Bostion, who hos strong knowledge of locol needs.

Project Uodotes:
. Rowley Conyon Project Neorly 50% complete; includes mule deer hobitot

work, fuels reduction, ond forest heolth improvements.
. Slone King Project 3,000-ocre effort focused on forest heolth ond

reducing wildfire risk.

. lower Portneuf Projecl: A 12,000-ocre project neor the Bonnock County
line oimed of improving fire protection for neorby communities.

Future locol projects moy be proposed ofter the Lower Portneuf Project is

completed.

Fire Proorom:

Stoffing remoins strong, despite some shortoges. Locol fire ogreements ore
renewed every five yeors, ond renewol efforts ore underwoy.A new sub-
geogrophic moster ogreement, still pending, would expond mutuol oid beyond
the current 24-hour limit.
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Preporedness is o key focus, especiolly given o dry spring ond below-overoge
snowpock, which moy leod to o busy fire seoson. Two Forest Service employees
ore stotioned in Molod, supported by o fire engine ond oirtonker resource.
Prescribed burning begon eorlier this yeor due to dry conditions. Mowing will not
occur in Curlew this yeor becouse controct deodlines were not met, but vioble
fire breoks remoin, ond olternotive options ore being explored.

4CASI Economic Developmenl Gronl - Molly Beseris

Molly Beseris, Rurol Economic Development Fiscol Agent for the Four County
Allionce of Southeostern ldoho (4CASl), oppeored before the Boord to request
permission to opply for the onnuol Rurol Economic Development Professionol
Gront on beholf of Oneido County. The gront is odministered by the ldoho
Deportment of Commerce ond is intended to strengthen economic
development efforts in rurol communities through support of locolly directed
initiotives.

Ms. Beseris olso requested thot Oneido County continue to serve os the fiscol
ogent for 4CASl.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove Molly Beseris os our
represenfotive of the Four County Allionce of Soulheostern ldoho (4CAS|)
in opplying for the Rurolldoho Economic Deve/opment Professionol Gront.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

4CASI Letler of Supporl & Finonciol Commitmenl - Molly Beseris

Molly Beseris, Rurol Economic Development Professionol for the Four County
Allionce of Southeostern ldoho (4CASl), olso requested o letter of support ond
finonciol commitment from Oneido County for the upcoming fiscol yeor.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove commissioner support for
fhe RegionolEconomic Development effort of the 4-County Allionce of
Southeost ldoho Progrom ond f urther commit $5,000 for the 2026 fisco/
yeor fo the progrom, pending ovoiloble funding. Seconded by
Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Oneido County Newsletler - Content & Updole Frequency
The newsletter discussion from the 4/2812025 meeting ond todoy centered
oround frequency, os the porticipotion from deportments is low. lt wos thought
thot o semi-onnuol newsletter would gorner more porticipotion. No decisions
were mode.
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IAC - P&Z Troining - Finol Deloils & Approvols
Oneido County will host o multi-county Plonning ond Zoning troining session on
Moy I 4,2025, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. The troining will be focilitoted by Seth
Grigg of the ldoho Associotion of Counties (lAC). As of the dote of the
Commissioner meeting, the Clerk's Office hod received over 50 RSVPs

representing porticiponts from eight counties. The Boord of Commissioners
opproved providing o light evening meol for ottendees.

Bid Process for FY2026 Propone
Annuolly, the county seeks bids for the opproximotely 15,000 gollons of propone
thot ore used by the county. Clerk Lon Colton osked commissioners if they would
like to continue with this process. Commissioners opproved storting the bid
process ond moking o decision of the first meeting in June. The controct would
be for one yeor beginning July 1 ,2025.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned thot we open the propone bid process
for fiscolyeor 2026. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion
corried.

Exlension - Cell Phone Reimbursement
County Extension Agent Sowyer Fonnesbeck requested cell phone
reimbursements of the medium level for both stoff members in his office, os their
duties require frequent use of their phones during, ond sometimes ofter, regulor
business hours.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to opprove the cell phone reimbursement
requests of the medium level for Locey Clork ond Kelly Sorensen in the
Exfension Office. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion
corried.

Codificotion for County Codes
The County hod initiolly committed $4,990 for the codificotion of its ordinonces.
However, it wos loter clorified thot this estimote wos bosed on o
miscommunicotion: the solesperson hod mistokenly defined one poge os both
the front ond bock of o single sheet.

Since the cost of codificotion is determined by the totol number of poges, this
misunderstonding led to on underestimotion. Once the correct poge count wos
confirmed, the Boord of Commissioners reviewed the originol proposol from
CivicPlus olongside on updoted proposol from Americon Legol Publishing.
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After coreful evoluotion, the Americon Legol bid remoined the more cost-
effective option. The revised totol cost for the project is $9,590, with on onnuol
mointenonce fee of $495. A down poyment of $1,996 hos olreody been mode,
leoving o remoining bolonce of $7,594, which will be invoiced upon project
completion loter this yeor.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to move f orword with Americon Legol
Publishing for the codificotion of 435 poges for fhe totolcosf of $9,590.
Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Comprehensive Plon Review
The Plonning ond Zoning Boord recently met to discuss the need to updote the
County Comprehensive Plon to ensure olignment with the existing Development
Code. During thot meeting, proposols ond input from MSBT Low (doted
211712025), Fuller & Fuller, ond SICOG were reviewed. Although Fuller & Fuller
currently holds o controct with the County, they indicoted they ore only
ovoiloble for minor revisions ond ore not oble to ossist with o full updote of the
comprehensive plon. SICOG moy provide limited ossistonce; however, the
Boord expressed o preference to engoge MSBT Low for the comprehensive
updote, citing the firm's ovoiloble stoff ond copocity to complete the project in
o timely ond thorough monner. Updotes to the comprehensive plon will include
o mop to identify county, zones, ond where industriol or residentiol growth is

expected.

The Plonning & Zoning Boord recommends moving forword with o controct wlth
MSBT Low to undertoke the necessory updotes to the comprehensive plon,
which would include ensuring the document wos in-sync with the development
code. The proposol will not exceed $9,000 ond includes the trovel time ond
mileoge for 3 meetings, ottorney ond consultont time in revising ond preporing
the plon, ond o contingency ollowonce of $1,000.

Commissioner Elioson motioned fo occept the proposol from MSBI Low to
updofe the county comprehensive plon with the cosf not to exceed
$9,000 with the contingency ollowonce to not exceed $1,000. Seconded
by CommissionerJeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Foirground Conlroct - Nome Updote
The controctor for the foirground mointenonce this summer signed the
controct with their ldoho business nome, L&J Homes LLC insteod of the
previously discussed business os it is Montono bosed, citing thot for tox
purposes it would be better to use the ldoho business nome.
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Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occepf the nome chonge for the
independent controctor in the ogreement befween Oneido County Foir
ond L&J Homes LLC. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes.
Motion corried.

SMJ Consulting Controcl
When Ameriben stopped providing consulting services, Shoron Jutilo storted SMJ
Consulting. The boord of commissioners moved forword with ogreeing to
controct with SMJ Consulting on I /112025 but never received, or signed, the
octuol controct. The controct is reody to be signed todoy.

SHSP Funds - New Unlongle Firewoll Applionce
County lT Consultont TJ Burbonk recommended upgroding to o new Untongle
firewoll opplionce. He noted thot the cost could be covered using Stote
Homelond Security Progrom (SHSP) funds, os successfully implemented by
Coribou ond Fronklin Counties. Emergency Services Monoger Don Willioms will
require o formol quote to proceed with the Emergency Authorizotion Number
(EAN) process necessory for the use of these funds.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove fhe purchose of the
Untongle Firewoll Applionce through II Specio/isfs wifh the use of SHSP

funding in the omount of $3,599. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. All
oyes. Motion corried.

Resolution for Records Disposol
Clerk Lon Colton presented commissioners with o resolution to opprove the
disposol of records thot hove exceeded the retention period designoted in the
county. These records include election, poyroll, ond finonciol records, per the
opproved county records retention schedule.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove Reso/ufion # 2025-05-01, o
reso/ufion to outhorize fhe desfructio n of the itemized records in the c/erk's
office. Second by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Publicotion Dotes on Developmenl Code Amendmenls
It wos noted thot the cover poge of the Development Code lists the dotes of
previous omendments ond their respective effective dotes. However, some of
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these dotes were found to be incorrect. Although no chonges wlll be mode to
the content of the Development Code of this time, future updotes will ensure
thot effective dotes listed on the cover sheet occurotely reflect the officiol
publicotion dote, in occordonce with ldoho Code S 67-65.lL

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to updote fhe Development Code
publicotion dofes on the cover poge of the developmenf code.
Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Juvenile Detenlion Cenler Numbers
The Commissioners discussed the County's ongoing ogreement with the Juvenile
Detention Center locoted in Pocotello, which serves multiple counties in the
region. Under this ogreement, Oneido County poys to reserve spoce (o "bed")
of the focility for juvenile offenders who ore court-ordered to be held in
detention.

While Oneido County typicolly hos o low number of juveniles requiring
detention, there wos o temporory increose in plocements eorlier this yeor
Despite these occosionol spikes, the ogreement is designed to provide
consistent occess to the focility regordless of fluctuoting use.

The fee structure is bosed on o rolling 1O-yeor overoge of juvenile plocements.
This model is used ocross porticipoting counties to ensure stoble budgeting ond
to ovoid wide cost swings from yeor to yeor. lt olso helps the detention center
mointoin operotions ond stoffing even when usoge vories.

Although recent numbers were higher thon usuol, the long-term overoge still

supports o foir ond sustoinoble cost-shoring opprooch. No chonges to the
ogreement ore currently being proposed, but usoge trends will continue to be
monitored.

P&Z Assistont Hours
The Plonning ond Zoning Assistont position wos originolly posted of ,l9.5 

hours per
week. Due to o sustoined increose in worklood ond permit octivity within the
Plonning ond Zoning Deportment, the Administrotor requested on increose in
the position's weekly hours to 30. The chonge is intended to ensure the ossistont
hos odequote time to complete ossigned tosks without folling behind.

It wos noted thot the deportmentol budget hod originolly been set to
occommodote o port-time position of up to 30 hours per week. Therefore, the

2025.05.12 - BOCC Meeting - MINUTES - Regulor Poge 1l of '13



requested increose remoins within the existing budget ond would not require
odditionol funding.

Clerk Lon Colton reminded the Commissioners thot increosing the position to 30
hours per week would clossify it os o full-time position under county policy, ond
would therefore include benefits.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to elevote fhe plonning ond zoning
ossistonf hours from 19.5 hours per week to 30 hours per week to include
PERSI ond benefifs. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion
corried.

Execulive Session

Commissioners moved into executive session per ldoho Code 74-206(l )(b).

Commissioner Lewis motioned to move info executive session per ldoho
Code 9 74-206(l)(b) To consider the evaluotion, dismisso/ or disciplining of ,
or to heor comploints or chorges brought ogoinst, o public officer,
employee, stoff member or individuol ogent, or public-schoo/sfudenf.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Ro// co// vote wos foken. Ayes from
Commiss io n er Jeppsen, Commiss i o n er Elioso n, o nd C o mmissioner Lewis.
Motion corried.

Recess for lunch
Commissioners vocoted fhe executive session ond then took o smoll lunch breok
before moving into Public Heoring.

Recess Regulor Meeting ond Move lnto Public Heoring
Commissioner Lewis motioned to move into the public heoring to heor the
proposed omendments to the development code. Seconded by Commlssioner
Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Reconvene Regulor Meeling
Following the conclusion of the public heoring, the Boord of County
Commissioners reconvened the regulor meeting to consider the proposed
omendments to the Oneido County Development Code.

Commissioner Lewis motioned to move out of public heoring ond bock
into the regulor meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes
Motion corried.
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The proposed chonges to the development code included:
. Amending Section 6-8-2-lG, Section 7-5-A-3, Section 7-A-8A, Section 7-C-

3-Cl, ond Section 7-D-l to remove the requirement for o public heoring
before the Boord of Commissioners;

. Providing for severobility, repeoling conflicting ordinonces ond provisions,
ond estoblishing on effective dote; ond

. Modifying the definition of "woodworking" to include other commerciol
products mode of wood.

After reviewing the proposed omendments ond confirming no further discussion
wos needed. the following motion wos mode:

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to odopt fhe development code
revisions os presenfed. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. AIl oyes.
Motion corried.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to odjourn Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

*** Meeling odjourned by 3:30pm***

M";r/A,
B ilL orrmon Shonci D us, Deputy Clerk
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